
CASE OF TËRKUZË 

"The air and water pollu-
tion", the environmental 
massacre that is being 

done in Kamza 

 11 kilometres from Tirana, in 
the area called Zall Herr, is 
located this landfill site which 
is very close to the River 
Tërkuza and very close to the 
apartments of this area. Hospi-
tal waste, plastic items, tires, 
bags, are some of the objects 
that can be seen along the 
river's flow. The Albanian Hel-
sinki Committee has raised this 
concern by taking into account 
the complaints of residents who 
are unable to live there, but also 
the ecological damage that is 
happening in the area, helping 
the inhabitants by bringing this 
issue in court. For more: 
ARTIKULL 
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FIRST ALBANIAN COURT DECISION ON 

LACK OF DRINKING WATER FOR 

RESIDENTS OF VISOKA VILLAGE  

 

 The Albanian Helsinki Com-
mittee (AHC) for more than a 
year has been following the 
legal issue of the lack of drink-
ing water for residents of the 
village of Visoka, Mallakastra 
Municipality. Lack of drinking 
water is inseparably linked to 
the fundamental right to life 
and the basic right to a quiet 
family and private life. There-
fore for the violation of these 
rights, AHC has initiated on 
behalf of the residents a judi-
cial process, which is being 
prosecuted and represented by 
the lawyers of the Legal Clinic 
of our organization. 

 The judicial process for seeking 
violated rights of residents of Vi-
soka lasted about 8 months at 
Vlora First Instance Administra-
tive Court, which recently con-
cluded with a final decision that 
the long absence of drinking wa-
ter for these citizens caused harm 
to them. The court ordered the 
compensation of the damage 
caused to residents, jointly by the 
responsible state bodies. This is 
the first judicial decision in Alba-
nia of this kind and constitutes in 
part a positive model of direct 
judicial protection of individuals 
in need. For more : ARTIKULL 

http://www.ahc.org.al/rasti-i-terkuzes-ndotja-e-ajrit-dhe-ujit-masakra-mjedisore-qe-po-i-behet-kamzes/
http://www.ahc.org.al/jepet-vendimi-i-pare-gjyqesor-ne-shqiperi-per-mungesen-e-ujit-te-pijshem-per-banoret-e-fshatit-visoke/


P A G E  2  

AHC, in view of that 

the violations found 

are repeated and with 

consequences, it 

suggests to the 

Ministry of Justice, to 

intervene to improve 

the situation. 

AHC also suggests to 

the Prosecutor's 

Office, on its own 

initiative, to initiate 

criminal proceedings 

for "inhuman and 

degrading treatment" 

provided for in Article 

86, letter d) of the 

Criminal Code. 

TRAINING ON THE ACCESS OF CSO-s IN THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL COURT AND PUBLISHING THE 

PRACTICAL MANUAL 

For more : ARTIKULL 
and MANUAL
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With the amendments that have taken place in the law “On the organization 
and functioning of the Constitutional Court”, the approach given to CSOs is 
greater compared to the approach they had in the previous system. Practice has 
revealed that CSOs do not have the right capacities to put in motion the Consti-
tutional Court based on their mission and the rights and freedoms of their 
groups. AHC has a very good experience in representing individual cases be-
fore this court as well as appealing against the constitutionality of some laws 
and other normative acts before the Constitutional Court. AHC, within the 
framework of the project "Improving the Human Rights Situation in Albania 
through Strengthening the Rule of Law - Legal Clinic XII", supported finan-
cially by the Civil Rights Defenders organization, with funds from the Govern-
ment of the Swedish Kingdom, organized a one-day training to increase the 
capacity of active civil society organizations to protect human rights and pro-
vide legal assistance to vulnerable groups. For more: ARTIKULL and HAND-
BOOK 

Notification of the initiation of moni-
toring sessions in hospitals / psychiatric 
corps in order to verify the conditions, 
treatment and respect of the rights of 
persons suffering from mental health 

disorders 

“Grave condition of persons with mental 
health problems in the prison system”  

In the Prison Hospital (IVSHB), the situation is extremely dis-

turbing. The capacity of the institution is 99 persons, while in 

fact accommodated there were 112 persons, so 13 persons over 

capacity. 92 people are suffering from mental health disorders, of 

which 34 are in the form of temporary respite insurance, 54 are 

in the medically compelled "compulsory medicine" and 4 in-

mates with different illnesses.  Overcrowding in this facility was 

found in some of its rooms, where up to 5 people were accom-

modated, where 1-2 people slept on the floor with sponges. 

While in a room with a surface of about 14m² stood 7 persons, 3 

of which in the foam sponge. It is worth noting that sponges and 

bedding were misused and contaminated. For more: ARTIKULL 

LEGAL EDUCATION 

MENTAL HEALTH 

http://www.ahc.org.al/trajnim-mbi-aksesin-e-oshc-ve-ne-gjykaten-kushtetuese/
https://issuu.com/albanianhelsinkicommittee/docs/manual_praktik_-_rritja_e_aksesit_n_c8b5ec7b0fbcadC:/
https://www.facebook.com/events/383115775532114/
https://issuu.com/albanianhelsinkicommittee/docs/manual_praktik_-_rritja_e_aksesit_n_c8b5ec7b0fbcad
https://issuu.com/albanianhelsinkicommittee/docs/manual_praktik_-_rritja_e_aksesit_n_c8b5ec7b0fbcad
http://www.ahc.org.al/gjendje-e-rende-e-personave-me-probleme-te-shendetit-mendor-ne-sistemin-e-burgjeve/


THE PROCESS OF VETTING  
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CISD OPENS UP TRANSPARENCY 

FOR THE DATA REQUIRED FOR 

THE FIGURE OF SUBJECTS IN THE 

FRAME OF VETTING 

 On February 5, 2018, the Commis-

sioner for the Right to Information and 

Protection of Personal Data at the re-

quest of AHC issued a decision for 

three auxiliary bodies of the vetting, 

whereby two of them, respectively for 

CISD and ILDKPKI are ordered to 

make available of AHC the required 

statistical information. CISD has ap-

pealed to the Tirana First Instance 

Administrative Court, the Commission-

er's decision, where AHC intervened as 

a Third Person in this process. On dt. 

18.06.2018, the Court has ruled over 

the CISD claim suit by leaving the 

Commissioner's decision in force. See: 

Artikull 
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 AHC on 14 June 2018 organized a 
Concluding Conference: 
"Presentation of Findings and Con-
clusions Outlined by Monitoring 
the Verification Process". Because 
of the importance and volume of 
the vetting process, which are ex-
pected to be reassessed in a transi-
tional period of around 800 sub-
jects, AHC is aware that this pro-
cess is complex and difficult. How-
ever, AHC estimates that this high 
volume of work requires a swift 
and dynamic pace of activity by 
independent constitutional bodies 
of vetting but without compromis-
ing the quality of vetting. Read: 
Raport 

“Helsinki” criticizes the Prosecu-
tor’s Office: None investigated by 

the dismissal of Vetting 

According to the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, when administrative organs such as 
IQC, during the administrative investiga-
tion, look at facts or circumstances that 
have a criminal offence are obliged to refer 
the materials in the prosecutor's office. 
From the information obtained from the 
District Prosecutor's Offices, we have re-
sulted in the case of 1 case referenced by 
IQC, for one of the priority subjects that the 
Prosecution has decided to "fail to investi-
gate" .. For more: Interviste  

THE PHENOMENON OF VIOLENT EXTREMISM, TERRORISM AND 
RADICALIZATION 

Work continues also during the 
second day for the drafting of 
the Protocol Against Violent 
Violence in Prisons where 
employees from different pris-
ons with the assistance of Mr. 
Jack Burger, an international 
expert on the fight against vio-
lent extremism, is drafting the 
first draft of this protocol that 
will unify the practice of prose-
cuting cases related to the phe-
nomenon of violent extremism 
in prisons. 

AHC organized at the Faculty of Social Sci-
ences of the University of Tirana a discussion 
forum with students on the phenomenon of 
violent extremism, terrorism and radicalism. 

For more: Artikull 

Today at Aleksander Moisiu University in 
Durres, with students from the Faculty of Law, 
Political Science and Communication to discuss 
the different perceptions they have on issues 
related to the phenomenon of violent extremism, 
radicalism or terrorism at the closing forum of 
the academic year. For more : Artikull 

The Albanian Helsinki Committee 
organized on June 6, with students 
from the European University of Tira-
na, the forum "Violent Extremism, 
Major Challenge of our Time". For 
more: Artikull  

COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM 

VETTING 

http://www.ahc.org.al/drejtoria-e-sigurimit-te-informacionit-te-klasifikuar-i-hap-rruge-transparences-per-te-dhenat-e-kerkuara-per-figuren-e-subjekteve-ne-kuader-te-vettingut/
https://issuu.com/albanianhelsinkicommittee/docs/raport_mbi_situaten_e_respektimit_t
http://klanplus.al/helsinki-kritika-prokurorise-asnje-i-hetuar-nga-te-shkarkuarit-e-vetingut/
https://www.facebook.com/KomitetiShqiptarIHelsinkit/photos/pcb.1494466704010188/1494465137343678/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/KomitetiShqiptarIHelsinkit/?hc_ref=ARRuqJcSVc3ZyPDKh7gJFAffeYCZP3RSKsQKhAbBs050pzy4bdpSGD63HXqjZHRU4wY&__tn__=kC-R


 

 
 

RESPECT OF THE RIGHTS OF ASYLUMS AND 
EMIGRANTS IN ALBANIA 
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This bulletin has been realized in the framework of the project “Improving the human rights situation in Albania by 
strengthening the rule of law - Legal Clinic XII”, implemented by the Albanian Helsinki Committee and financially 

supported by the Civil Rights Defenders organization, with funds from the Government of the Swedish Kingdom. 
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of the Swedish Government or the Civil Rights Defenders organization. 
 

The findings and issues published in this newsletter were provided by: Open Society Foundation for Albania, US 
Embassy in Albania, Civil Rights Defenders, European Commission, Open Society Institute - Budapest, Embassy of the 

Netherlands in Albania, Embassy of the United States United Kingdom, ERRC European Roma Right Community, 
Dutch Helsinki Committee, Bank Watch etc. 

AHC’ STUDY: ALBANIA MAY NOT 
AFFORD THE EMIGRANTS 

 "Albania needs to take concrete measures 
to address problems such as unemploy-
ment, poverty and insecurity, to reduce the 
number of asylum seekers in European 
countries," this is the conclusion of the 
Albanian Helsinki Committee study on 
migration issues and asylum. According to 
this study, the Albanian government has 
not managed to find a solution that gives 
concrete results in managing the massive 
departure of Albanians from the country. 
In these 25 years, about 33% of Albanians 
have left Albania, meanwhile, the biggest 
departure our country has known in recent 
years. According to the study, we rank 
among the first places by the number of 
asylum applications, comparable to the 
countries in the war. But despite high de-
mands, European countries accept very 
few Albanians to recognize them as asy-
lum seekers. According to the report, the 
number of Albanians 
who have been admit-
ted as asylum in these 
years has been less than 
1%, while the demand 
for each of the last five 
years has been thou-
sands. For more : 
Artikull  

Following the project "Better Contribu-
tion to Respect for the Rights of Asylum 
and Refugees in Albania", implemented 
during the period October 2016 to Janu-
ary 2018 with the financial support of 
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Tira-
na, AHC carried out a monitoring mis-
sion at Border Crossing Qafe Bote, at 
the Police Station Livadhja which co-
vers the Border Crossing at Rips, the 
Border and Migration Police Station in 
Saranda and the Border Crossing Ka-
kavijë. 

VULNERABLE GROUPS 

http://shekulli.com.al/helsinki-iken-33-e-shqiptareve-qeveria-pa-strategji-per-ti-ndalur/

